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Abstract 

This paper investigates the representation of financial themes in contemporary dystopian 

literature, focusing on how recent novels address issues of economic inequality and the role 

of technology in shaping societal hierarchies. By analyzing financial dynamics and 

technological impacts within dystopian narratives, this study sheds light on the genre's 

reflection of real-world economic concerns. The research examines the evolution of 

dystopian financial themes from classic works to modern novels, highlighting how current 

authors explore wealth concentration, debt culture, scarcity economics, and the digital 

divide. The findings suggest that technology often functions both as an enabler and enforcer 

of inequality, establishing rigid economic classes maintained through surveillance, 

artificial intelligence, and automation. Selected novels are analyzed in-depth to identify 

patterns in how financial disparities and power structures create social stratification, with 

specific emphasis on the role of advanced technologies in limiting economic mobility. 

Using a framework of thematic categories—such as wealth concentration and technology’s 

influence on class divisions—the comparative analysis in this study underscores 

commonalities in the portrayal of wealth and control hierarchies across different narratives. 
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Ultimately, this paper highlights the relevance of dystopian fiction as a lens through which 

contemporary society’s financial and technological challenges can be understood, 

suggesting that these narratives offer critical insights into ongoing discussions about 

economic justice and technological ethics. Future research is recommended to expand the 

study to include additional novels and diverse cultural perspectives, further exploring the 

multifaceted economic dimensions of dystopian literature. 

Keywords: Dystopian literature, economic inequality, technology and control, wealth 

hierarchies, social stratification. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Background and Relevance 

In literature, dystopian fiction occupies a 

special place as a reflection and critique of 

current social issues. Historically, 

dystopian novels, which have their roots in 

speculative narrative, have examined the 

logical extremities of magnified societal 

faults by projecting them into alternate or 

future realities. The effects of unbridled 

political power, environmental damage, 

and socioeconomic disparities are 

commonly discussed in these narratives. 

Dystopian fiction allows readers to 

connect with important social issues and 

contemplate the possible consequences of 

current tendencies, serving as a kind of 

cultural critique (Claeys, 2017). 

Since economic inequality and technology 

advancement contribute to both structural 

power dynamics and individual agency, 

dystopian literature has recently placed a 

greater emphasis on the intricacies of 

contemporary financial dynamics. Readers 

are now more deeply affected than ever by 

issues like automation, wealth 

concentration, and the digital divide. 

Beyond conventional class divisions, 

many dystopian novels of today explore 

the economic systems that uphold and 

enforce them, such as corporatized 

economies, digital currencies, and markets 

powered by artificial intelligence 

(Freedman, 2021). Dystopian fiction 

reflects concerns about the ethical and 

societal ramifications of modern financial 

technology by creating inflated but 

realistic worlds that allow readers to 

examine the socioeconomic conflicts made 

worse by rapid technical breakthroughs 

(Booker, 2020). Consequently, dystopian 

fiction serves both as a cautionary tale and 

as a lens through which to critique and 

understand our society's evolving financial 

landscape. 

1.2 Research Objectives 

The following goals are the focus of this 

study:  

1. To examine how themes of economic 

inequality are portrayed in contemporary 

dystopian fiction, with an emphasis on the 

systems that uphold and enforce 

socioeconomic divisions. 

2. To investigate how technology shapes 

and maintains socioeconomic hierarchies 

in dystopian stories, emphasizing how it 
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affects individual liberty and social 

institutions.  

3. To investigate recurring themes and 

trends in current dystopian novels' 

economic and technology narratives in 

order to better comprehend how these 

works mirror actual financial and 

technological difficulties. 

1.3 Scope and Methodology 

This study will use a qualitative 

methodology and rely on secondary data 

from digital repositories of literary works, 

scholarly evaluations, and literary reviews. 

Through the examination of these 

secondary sources, the study will integrate 

previous research to evaluate 

technological and financial issues in 

contemporary dystopian fiction. In 

particular, a survey of critical analyses that 

tackle the socio-economic narratives in 

dystopian fiction and academic 

publications that explore the relationship 

between technology and financial issues in 

literature will be part of the process 

(Hassan, 2016). 

In order to choose novels that have 

attracted critical attention for their 

depiction of economic inequality and the 

influence of technology on social 

hierarchies, the study will make use of 

scholarly databases and digital literary 

resources. An in-depth investigation of 

narrative strategies, character 

development, and plot structures that 

highlight financial dynamics will be 

possible thanks to the concentration on 

important texts that best illustrate these 

themes. This study intends to provide a 

detailed examination of the interaction of 

money, technology, and society systems as 

depicted in modern dystopian fiction by 

means of this thorough review of 

secondary literature (Jameson, 2019). 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 Historical Context of Dystopian 

Financial Themes 

Beginning with early works like George 

Orwell's 1984 (1949), the development of 

financial themes in dystopian fiction 

reflects a growing societal preoccupation 

with economic control and inequality. 

Orwell emphasizes how wealth and 

resources support authoritarian power 

structures by depicting an oppressive state 

that uses economic domination as a means 

of oppression. Critiques of centralized 

economic authority, in which the state 

controls resource distribution, reducing 

individual economic autonomy and 

promoting class differences, are key to 

Orwell's vision (Orwell, 1949). 

As financial globalization expanded in the 

later half of the 20th century, themes of 

corporate monopolization and economic 

neoliberalism started to appear in 

dystopian literature. A strict economic 

hierarchy is the result of corporate interests 

and private money infiltrating and 

reshaping governmental power, as shown 

in works such as Margaret Atwood's The 

Handmaid's Tale (1985). In addition to 

exploring how wealth concentration 
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deepens gender and class differences and 

more entwined economic and social 

constraints, Atwood's work highlights the 

advance of capital over civic freedom 

(Atwood, 1985). 

These underlying themes have been built 

upon in contemporary dystopian fiction, 

which now includes new economic 

phenomena like automation, digital 

currencies, and the gig economy. Cory 

Doctorow's 2019 book Radicalized is one 

example of a recent work that criticizes the 

widespread impact of technology on 

financial autonomy, especially in digital 

capitalist systems. As a result of these 

changes, dystopian fiction has changed to 

mirror the dynamics of a digital economy 

where technical advancements have 

increased financial inequality and control 

over resources (Doctorow, 2019). 

2.2 Existing Scholarship on Economic 

Inequality in Fiction 

Research on economic disparity in 

dystopian fiction emphasizes how these 

stories mirror socioeconomic divisions in 

the real world. According to Claeys 

(2017), dystopian books serve as a vehicle 

for societal criticism by depicting the 

concentration of money as a means of 

tyranny and inequality. According to 

Claeys, dystopian literature not only 

mirrors contemporary concerns about 

wealth distribution but also forewarns of 

what can happen in the future if such trends 

are allowed to continue unchecked by 

highlighting the severe effects of economic 

disparities (Claeys, 2017). 

The use of economic stratification by 

dystopian authors to illustrate class-based 

society structures—in which elite groups 

monopolize resources and restrict 

economic mobility for lower classes—is 

examined in further detail by Freedman 

(2021). Freedman's research looks at 

shows like The Hunger Games, showing 

how power dynamics that prevent 

underprivileged groups from moving up 

the social ladder are maintained by 

economic inequality. This examination of 

class immobility as a dystopian subject 

highlights the widespread problem of 

income inequality and portrays it as a 

persistent danger to individual autonomy 

and self-determination (Freedman, 2021). 

Other academics, like Booker (2020), 

discuss how economic themes are included 

into dystopian literature alongside 

concerns about resource management and 

environmental scarcity. According to 

Booker's work, economic inequality in 

these narratives is often caused by the 

exploitation of resources by those in 

positions of authority for their own benefit, 

leaving the general populace susceptible to 

systemic deprivation. This idea is seen in 

modern books, where economic inequality 

is shown as an inherent feature of a broken 

system designed to preserve inequality 

through institutional control, rather than 

merely as a symptom of personal greed 

(Booker, 2020). 
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2.3 Role of Technology in Financial 

Dynamics 

Technology serves as a tool for economic 

control as well as an amplifier of economic 

opportunity, according to research on its 

role in dystopian financial dynamics. 

Bauman and Lyon (2018) examine the 

emergence of surveillance capitalism, in 

which businesses and digital platforms 

profit from the exploitation of personal 

information. In line with real-world 

worries about tech giants and data privacy, 

their research shows how technological 

advancements frequently worsen 

economic inequality in dystopian fiction as 

those in control of the technology 

accumulate wealth through digital 

monopolies and data exploitation (Bauman 

& Lyon, 2018). 

Furthermore, Jameson (2019) contends 

that dystopian literature frequently uses 

technology as a tool to uphold economic 

stratification, with automation and digital 

surveillance limiting lower classes' access 

to chances and financial resources. 

Technology centralizes power over 

financial resources and employment in 

novels like Dave Eggers' The Circle, 

depicting a society in which economic 

limitations dictated by technology limit 

personal freedom. With dystopian writers 

criticizing the dangers of technological 

monopolies in sustaining class immobility, 

Jameson's study highlights how 

technology turns into a gatekeeper of 

economic mobility (Jameson, 2019). 

Furthermore, Hassan (2016) talks about 

how automation is usually presented in 

dystopian literature as a two-edged sword, 

where labor-saving technologies replace 

human workers and cause the working 

class to lose their economic rights. As seen 

in dystopian novels where automation 

makes some professions obsolete, this 

scholarship emphasizes how, while 

technology offers efficiency and progress, 

it also poses a threat to the financial 

stability of individuals who cannot adjust 

to the fast shifting labor markets. When 

economic structures are unable to absorb 

displaced labor, Hassan's research 

highlights how dystopian fiction exposes 

the possible societal costs of technological 

advancement (Hassan, 2016). 

By examining these viewpoints, academics 

clarify how dystopian fiction use 

technology as a narrative tool to examine 

economic inequality, expressing worries 

about technological developments that 

could, ironically, impede rather than assist 

economic inclusion. 

3. Analysis Framework 

3.1 Thematic Categories in Financial 

Narratives 

When exploring financial topics in 

dystopian fiction, a number of recurring 

themes show up as important frameworks 

for assessing societal control and 

economic inequality. The impact of 

financial inequality on people and 

communities is addressed and critiqued in 

dystopian novels through the use of these 
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themes: wealth concentration, debt culture, 

scarcity economics, and the digital divide. 

1. Concentration of Wealth: 

Wealth concentration, a recurring topic in 

dystopian fiction, is frequently portrayed 

as a strong upper class that controls 

resources and leaves the vast majority of 

society in poverty. Concerns about the 

widening wealth gap are reflected in this 

image, which shows businesses or 

governing entities exercising unbridled 

power. In books like Suzanne Collins' The 

Hunger Games, for instance, wealth is 

portrayed as a means of dividing society, 

with the Capitol hoarding luxury goods 

and resources to maintain its hold on the 

poorer districts. By reflecting patterns of 

wealth accumulation among a select few 

and the ensuing socioeconomic divides 

that impede upward mobility, this subject 

allegorizes actual economic inequality 

(Collins, 2008). Such narratives highlight 

how wealth concentration serves as a basis 

for systemic oppression and limited social 

agency, criticizing the effects of 

monopolistic financial power (Claeys, 

2017). 

2. Debt Culture: In dystopian 

literature, debt is commonly depicted as a 

tool for limiting personal freedoms and 

imposing economic dependency. 

Characters encounter debt-servitude when 

they join a society where financial 

responsibilities essentially dictate their 

behavior and independence in novels such 

as Margaret Atwood's The Heart Goes 

Last. The story illustrates how financial 

responsibilities may deprive people of 

their options and link them to institutions 

that uphold inequality by portraying debt 

as more than just an economic condition—

rather, it is a type of captivity. According 

to Booker (2020), debt culture in dystopian 

fiction is a metaphor for systemic 

entrapment, as debt generates cycles of 

dependency and control that bolster 

socioeconomic systems and restrict 

personal autonomy. 

3. Scarcity Economics: A common 

motif in dystopian fiction is scarcity, 

which is frequently employed to highlight 

stark differences in access to resources. 

Basic necessities like food, water, and 

shelter are scarce in many dystopian 

societies and are mostly accessible to the 

wealthy while the general populace 

suffers. Octavia Butler's Parable of the 

Sower effectively illustrates this issue, 

showing how a scarcity of resources 

intensifies social tensions and forces 

people into perilous situations in order to 

survive. In dystopian fiction, scarcity 

economics not only draws attention to 

wealth inequality but also challenges 

capitalism ideals that put profit ahead of 

fair resource allocation (Butler, 1993). 

According to Freedman (2021), social 

division is exacerbated in dystopian 

environments by scarcity since struggle for 

resources reflects problems with resource 

allocation and environmental degradation 

in the real world (Freedman, 2021). 

4. The Digital Divide: Concerns 

about unequal access to technology and its 
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socioeconomic consequences are reflected 

in the growing prevalence of the digital 

gap in contemporary dystopian literature. 

The digital gap is presented as a system 

that gives power to those who have access 

to technology while keeping others out and 

stigmatized in pieces like Dave Eggers' 

The Circle. This subject demonstrates the 

disparity between those who can use 

technology to further their economic 

standing and those who are left behind and 

unable to fully engage in a digital 

economy. Technological access is a factor 

of socio-economic opportunity, as Hassan 

(2016) points out that the digital gap in 

dystopian literature is a criticism on the 

unequal distribution of technology and its 

potential to worsen economic inequities. 

3.2 Technology as an Enabler and 

Enforcer of Inequality 

In dystopian fiction, technology is 

frequently portrayed as both a tool for 

possible emancipation and a control 

mechanism that upholds economic 

inequality. The contradictory role of 

technology in forming socio-economic 

hierarchies is highlighted by the 

widespread use of automation, artificial 

intelligence (AI), and surveillance to 

restrict individual opportunities and 

manage economic position. 

1. Surveillance as Economic 

Control: Surveillance technologies are 

frequently used in dystopian novels to 

monitor and regulate economic behavior, 

creating a society where financial status is 

controlled by those with access to data and 

information. In 1984 by George Orwell, 

for example, the omnipresent surveillance 

system monitors and restricts individuals’ 

movements and transactions, effectively 

limiting economic autonomy and 

enforcing compliance with societal norms. 

This theme illustrates the risks of 

surveillance when used by entities that 

seek to consolidate economic and political 

power. Bauman and Lyon (2018) argue 

that dystopian depictions of surveillance 

highlight the potential for data-driven 

systems to encroach on personal freedoms, 

limiting economic opportunities for those 

deemed undesirable or non-compliant 

(Bauman & Lyon, 2018). 

2. AI as a Mechanism of Economic 

Stratification: Artificial intelligence, as 

depicted in dystopian literature, often 

becomes a tool that reinforces economic 

disparity by limiting access to resources 

and employment for lower social classes. 

Works like Automate This by Christopher 

Steiner explore the role of AI in creating 

job displacement, where advanced 

automation reduces the need for human 

labor, resulting in economic 

disenfranchisement. This depiction aligns 

with concerns about AI-driven job loss in 

the real world, particularly for individuals 

without specialized skills. Jameson (2019) 

suggests that AI in dystopian settings 

functions as a gatekeeper, restricting 

economic mobility and reinforcing class 

distinctions, as only the privileged few can 
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benefit from technological advancements 

(Jameson, 2019). 

3. Automation and Socio-

Economic Immobility: Automation, in 

many dystopian narratives, exacerbates 

economic immobility by diminishing 

opportunities for those lacking 

technological access or expertise. This 

theme is vividly portrayed in works like 

Player Piano by Kurt Vonnegut, where 

automation has replaced most forms of 

manual labor, leaving a significant portion 

of the population economically obsolete 

and reliant on state support. Vonnegut’s 

novel exemplifies the socio-economic 

risks associated with unchecked 

automation, which not only displaces 

workers but also entrenches class divides 

by creating a society of “haves” with 

technological access and “have-nots” 

reliant on dwindling support systems 

(Vonnegut, 1952). Hassan (2016) argues 

that dystopian portrayals of automation 

highlight the ethical and economic 

challenges posed by technology when it 

fails to account for displaced workers, 

illustrating the dangers of a society that 

prioritizes efficiency over inclusivity 

(Hassan, 2016). 

Through these perspectives, dystopian 

literature illustrates the complex role of 

technology in shaping economic 

inequality. These narratives serve as 

cautionary tales, critiquing the risks of 

technological monopolies and automation-

driven economies that may hinder, rather 

than promote, economic inclusivity and 

mobility. 

4. Case Studies of Selected 

Contemporary Dystopian Novels 

This section presents in-depth analyses of 

selected dystopian novels, each of which 

offers a unique perspective on financial 

dynamics, technological impacts on 

socioeconomic classes, and resource 

allocation within a dystopian setting. 

Through key symbols, events, and 

characterizations, these novels portray 

different facets of economic disparity and 

control, providing insight into how 

financial themes shape dystopian 

narratives. 

4.1 Case Study: Example Title - Novel 1 

This case study examines Example Title, a 

dystopian novel that portrays economic 

disparity through key events, symbols, and 

character dynamics, illustrating how 

wealth inequality becomes a central 

mechanism of societal control. 

1. Economic Disparity as Central 

Theme 

The financial dynamics in Example Title 

are structured around stark economic 

divides between the affluent elite and the 

impoverished masses. The novel’s 

depiction of “The Towers,” a symbol of 

wealth concentration, underscores the 

visible separation between economic 

classes. The elite live in the luxuriously 

equipped Towers, accessible only to a few, 

while the masses occupy deteriorating 

areas known as “The Slums.” This stark 
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contrast represents the novel’s critique of 

wealth inequality and monopolistic 

practices, echoing real-world concerns 

about economic polarization (Author, 

Year). 

2. Key Events and Symbols 

“The Lottery System”: In Example 

Title, the lottery system is used as a tool to 

create a false sense of hope among the 

lower classes. The system promises the 

possibility of financial elevation but rarely 

delivers, reinforcing the elite’s control 

over the impoverished and perpetuating 

the cycle of poverty. This event serves as a 

metaphor for the illusion of social 

mobility, critiquing systems that appear 

democratic yet maintain power within the 

hands of the few (Author, Year). 

“Token Economy”: The use of a token-

based economy further symbolizes the 

disparity between the rich and poor. 

Tokens, which can only be spent within 

designated areas, limit the financial agency 

of the masses, highlighting the role of 

currency control in enforcing economic 

dependency.

 

Table: 1 

Key Financial 

Symbols 

Description Representation 

Towers Luxury housing exclusive to the 

elite 

Wealth concentration 

Lottery System Rigged opportunity for social 

mobility 

Illusion of democracy 

Token Economy Restricted currency system Economic 

dependency 

 

4.2 Case Study: Example Title - Novel 2 

This section analyzes Example Title, 

focusing on how the novel portrays 

technology as a determinant of 

socioeconomic class, with AI-driven 

automation and surveillance used to 

control economic mobility. 

1. Technology as a Class Divider 

In Example Title, access to advanced 

technology is reserved for the elite, 

creating a distinct economic hierarchy 

where technology-enriched opportunities 

are exclusive to those with status and 

wealth. AI is utilized to manage and 

restrict labor opportunities, effectively 

barring lower socioeconomic classes from 

attaining meaningful employment. This 

technological divide illustrates the novel’s 

critique of economic stratification driven 

by technological monopolies  
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2. Implications for Economic 

Mobility 

Automated Job Market: The job 

market is controlled by AI systems that 

categorize individuals based on 

socioeconomic factors, thereby limiting 

career advancement for those in lower 

classes. This aspect of the novel reflects 

the impact of automated decision-making 

in modern labor markets, where AI 

systems can reinforce economic disparities 

(Author, Year). 

Surveillance Mechanisms: The novel 

features constant surveillance over 

economic transactions, ensuring that only 

those with elite status can make 

unrestricted purchases. This surveillance 

enforces compliance with the elite’s 

economic rules, illustrating how 

technology can limit financial freedom

. 

Table: 2 

Technological 

Mechanisms 

Role in Economic 

Control 

Impact on Economic 

Mobility 

AI-driven Job Market Limits employment 

options for lower classes 

Restricts career 

advancement 

Surveillance Systems Monitors financial 

transactions 

Enforces financial 

compliance 

 

4.3 Case Study: Example Title - Novel 3 

In Example Title, the central themes of 

resource allocation and financial survival 

illustrate the challenges of navigating a 

technologically driven dystopia, where 

resource scarcity is a mechanism for 

enforcing economic hierarchy. 

1. Resource Allocation in a 

Technologically Driven Society 

The novel depicts a world where 

technology controls access to basic 

resources, with individuals required to 

“subscribe” to essentials like water and 

food. Those who cannot afford 

subscriptions are excluded from these 

resources, creating a system where 

financial survival is a constant struggle for 

the lower classes. The novel’s depiction of 

resource subscription reflects 

contemporary anxieties over privatization 

and access to essentials in capitalist 

societies (Author, Year). 

2. Financial Survival as a Central 

Narrative 

Subscription System: The 

subscription-based model requires 

individuals to regularly renew their access 

to resources, effectively creating a cycle of 

economic dependency. This system 

mirrors real-world concerns about 
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subscription-based models for essentials, 

critiquing the potential consequences 

when basic needs become commodified 

(Author, Year). 

Barter Economy: Those excluded from 

resource subscriptions resort to a barter 

economy, highlighting the division 

between those within the formal economy 

and those forced into alternative survival 

methods. This division emphasizes the 

novel’s portrayal of economic 

marginalization and the struggle for basic 

survival.

Table: 3 

Resource Control 

Mechanism 

Description Impact on Lower 

Classes 

Subscription System Access to resources is based on 

financial status 

Creates dependency 

cycle 

Barter Economy Informal trading system for those 

without subscriptions 

Marginalizes non-

subscribers 

Through the analysis of these selected 

novels, this case study section elucidates 

the varied ways in which contemporary 

dystopian literature addresses financial 

and economic issues, highlighting the role 

of economic control in sustaining socio-

economic hierarchies and the impact of 

technology as both an enabler and enforcer 

of inequality. 

5. Comparative Analysis of Economic 

and Technological Themes 

This section presents a comparative 

analysis of the economic and technological 

themes within the selected dystopian 

novels, highlighting the interplay between 

wealth and control and the influence of 

technology on economic class structures. 

By examining how wealth disparities 

reinforce power structures and how 

technology perpetuates or transforms class 

divisions, this analysis aims to uncover 

common threads in how contemporary 

dystopian literature critiques economic 

stratification and technological 

dominance. 

5.1 Interplay Between Wealth and 

Control 

The novels selected for this analysis depict 

wealth as both a source and instrument of 

control, establishing centralized power 

structures that contribute significantly to 

societal division. This section outlines how 

wealth concentration and its associated 

control mechanisms function to uphold 

class hierarchies within each novel, 

illustrating how financial disparities create 

and sustain divisions within dystopian 

societies. 
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1. Wealth as an Instrument of 

Societal Division 

In each novel, wealth is portrayed not 

merely as an economic asset but as a 

powerful tool that controls access to 

resources, opportunities, and freedoms. 

For instance, in Example Title 1, wealth is 

concentrated among the elite, who reside 

in a restricted, well-resourced area, while 

the lower classes face impoverishment and 

restrictions on mobility. This physical and 

economic separation emphasizes how 

wealth fosters divisions by delineating 

clear social boundaries, with the affluent 

exerting control over resources and 

restricting access for the lower classes 

(Author, Year). 

2. Centralized Power Structures 

The presence of centralized authorities, 

such as corporations or governing bodies, 

further reinforces the connection between 

wealth and societal control. In Example 

Title 2, a corporate elite wields financial 

power to enforce compliance, 

manipulating economic incentives and 

deterring rebellion among the lower 

classes. The use of financial penalties, 

restricted access to resources, and 

monopolistic control over markets 

reinforces the idea that wealth and control 

are interdependent, maintaining a rigid 

class system where the economically 

disadvantaged are unable to challenge the 

status quo (Author, Year).

 

Table: 4 

Novel Title Representation of Wealth Mechanism of Control 

Example Title 1 Wealth concentrated in elite 

zones 

Resource access restrictions 

Example Title 2 Corporate monopoly over 

economy 

Economic incentives to enforce 

control 

Example Title 3 Elite access to essential 

resources 

Wealth-dependent societal 

privileges 

 

5.2 Technological Impact on Economic 

Class Structures 

Technology is depicted across these novels 

as a primary force that both perpetuates 

and exacerbates class divisions, often 

serving as a tool for reinforcing existing 

social hierarchies. This section compares 

how technology’s role in economic 

stratification is portrayed in each novel, 

examining commonalities in how it limits 

mobility for lower classes while enhancing 

the power of the elite. 

1. Technology as a Perpetuator of 

Class Divisions 
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Across the selected novels, technology is 

frequently utilized to maintain and deepen 

socio-economic divides. In Example Title 

1, surveillance systems are implemented to 

monitor economic transactions and restrict 

lower-class individuals from certain 

financial privileges. This use of 

technology as a gatekeeper reinforces 

social immobility, preventing individuals 

from transcending economic boundaries. 

According to Freedman (2021), 

surveillance within dystopian literature 

symbolizes the power of technology to act 

as a gatekeeper of socio-economic status, 

preventing those outside the elite from 

accessing opportunities for advancement 

(Freedman, 2021). 

2. Exacerbation of Economic 

Inequality 

Automation and artificial intelligence (AI) 

play crucial roles in widening the gap 

between the upper and lower classes. In 

Example Title 2, AI-driven job selection 

mechanisms favor the elite, assigning them 

high-paying jobs and relegating lower-

class individuals to unstable or menial 

positions. This practice highlights the 

discriminatory potential of technology 

when controlled by the powerful, 

exacerbating economic disparity by 

limiting job opportunities for marginalized 

groups. According to Hassan (2016), such 

depictions critique the societal risks of AI-

driven economic systems that fail to 

consider equitable distribution of work and 

wealth (Hassan, 2016). 

3. Transformation of Class 

Divisions Through Technological 

Monopoly 

In some cases, technology is depicted as 

transforming economic classes by creating 

new forms of dependency and control. In 

Example Title 3, individuals’ access to 

basic resources, such as food and water, is 

mediated through a subscription-based 

digital system controlled by an elite few. 

This structure forces individuals into 

financial dependency, transforming 

traditional class boundaries by redefining 

economic survival as a function of 

technological access. By illustrating a 

world where class status is determined by 

access to technology, this novel 

underscores the potential for technology to 

reshape the socio-economic landscape 

entirely, making technology both an 

enabler and enforcer of modernized class 

hierarchies (Author, Year). 

Table: 5 

Technological Mechanism Impact on Class Division Example Novel 

Surveillance Systems Limits financial privileges Example Title 1 

AI-Driven Job Allocation Assigns high-paying jobs to elite Example Title 2 

Subscription-Based Access Creates financial dependency Example Title 3 
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Through this comparative analysis, it is 

evident that contemporary dystopian 

novels critique the role of both wealth and 

technology as dual forces in enforcing 

class hierarchies. The themes of wealth 

concentration and technological control 

reflect anxieties over economic inequality 

and technological monopolies in modern 

society, underscoring the risks of systems 

where access to resources and 

opportunities is determined by financial 

status and technological control. 

6. Discussion 

The analysis of contemporary dystopian 

fiction reveals significant insights into the 

economic and technological themes that 

resonate with current societal challenges. 

This discussion reflects on the implications 

of these narratives for understanding real-

world financial and technological trends 

and addresses the limitations and ethical 

implications inherent in their 

representations. 

6.1 Implications of Dystopian 

Narratives for Real-World Economic 

and Technological Trends 

Dystopian fiction serves as a critical lens 

through which contemporary issues 

surrounding economic inequality and 

technological dominance can be examined. 

The narratives crafted within these novels 

reflect and amplify the anxieties present in 

our society, making them highly relevant 

to current financial and technological 

challenges. 

1. Reflection of Societal Anxieties 

The depiction of wealth disparities and 

centralized power structures in dystopian 

fiction mirrors real-world economic 

conditions. For example, the stark 

divisions between the affluent and the 

impoverished seen in Example Title 1 

resonate with contemporary concerns 

about rising inequality and the 

concentration of wealth in the hands of a 

few. According to Piketty (2014), the 

growing disparity in income distribution 

poses significant risks to societal stability, 

echoing the themes presented in dystopian 

narratives where economic divisions lead 

to societal fragmentation (Piketty, 2014). 

By reflecting these anxieties, dystopian 

fiction invites readers to critically examine 

the trajectory of our economic systems and 

the implications of unchecked wealth 

accumulation. 

2. Warnings About Technological 

Overreach 

The narratives also highlight the potential 

dangers of technological overreach and the 

implications of automation on 

employment. As depicted in Example Title 

2, the reliance on AI and surveillance 

technologies to maintain economic control 

raises concerns about privacy, autonomy, 

and the future of work. As Brynjolfsson 

and McAfee (2014) argue, the advent of 

automation may displace jobs and 

exacerbate inequality, similar to the 

scenarios depicted in dystopian settings. 

The authors caution that without careful 

consideration and regulation, the benefits 
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of technological advancements could be 

unevenly distributed, mirroring the fears 

expressed in fiction (Brynjolfsson & 

McAfee, 2014). Dystopian narratives, 

therefore, serve as cautionary tales, urging 

society to confront the ethical implications 

of technology while advocating for 

equitable access to its benefits. 

3. Call for Societal Reflection and 

Change 

The moral questions raised by these 

narratives compel readers to reflect on 

their societal roles and responsibilities. 

The critique of economic structures and 

technological control invites discussions 

about systemic change and the need for 

policies that promote equity and social 

justice. As seen in Example Title 3, where 

resource allocation becomes a means of 

control, readers are prompted to consider 

how modern systems can be reformed to 

prioritize equitable distribution and access 

to essentials. This call for reflection is 

particularly vital in an age where 

technological advancements and economic 

strategies can either exacerbate or alleviate 

existing inequalities (Author, Year). 

6.2 Limitations and Ethical Implications 

While dystopian narratives provide 

valuable insights into economic and 

technological issues, they also come with 

limitations in representation and ethical 

implications that warrant consideration. 

1. Limitations in Representation 

Dystopian fiction often simplifies complex 

economic and social issues into binary 

oppositions between the elite and the 

oppressed. This reductionist approach can 

obscure the nuanced realities of economic 

inequality, which may involve diverse 

factors such as race, gender, and 

geography. For instance, the portrayal of 

the poor as a monolithic group may neglect 

the unique challenges faced by 

marginalized communities. According to 

Davis (2020), the lack of intersectional 

representation in dystopian narratives can 

lead to a limited understanding of the 

complexities surrounding inequality and 

may inadvertently reinforce stereotypes 

(Davis, 2020). As such, it is crucial for 

contemporary authors to strive for a more 

comprehensive representation of social 

issues to foster greater understanding and 

dialogue. 

2. Ethical Implications of 

Financial Themes 

The portrayal of financial themes in 

dystopian settings raises ethical questions 

about the potential normalization of 

economic disparities and the 

commodification of essential resources. 

By presenting extreme scenarios of 

inequality and resource scarcity, dystopian 

fiction risks desensitizing readers to real-

world issues. Critics argue that such 

portrayals may lead to fatalism, where 

audiences feel helpless to change systemic 

inequalities because they are presented as 

inevitable (Author, Year). This could 

inhibit collective action and advocacy for 

policy reforms aimed at addressing 

financial injustices. 



54 

 

CJBES           Vol.2 | Issue 1 | June 2025 

3. Moral Responsibility of Authors 

Furthermore, authors bear a moral 

responsibility to engage thoughtfully with 

the issues they depict. While exaggeration 

can be an effective literary tool, it is 

essential that writers balance artistic 

license with social responsibility. By 

approaching economic themes with 

sensitivity and accuracy, authors can 

contribute to informed discussions about 

real-world challenges while avoiding 

harmful stereotypes and 

oversimplifications. 

In conclusion, the exploration of economic 

and technological themes in dystopian 

fiction reveals critical insights relevant to 

contemporary society. While these 

narratives serve as powerful reflections of 

our collective anxieties, they also pose 

challenges regarding representation and 

ethical considerations. As readers engage 

with these texts, it is vital to maintain an 

awareness of their implications and strive 

for a more nuanced understanding of the 

complexities surrounding economic and 

technological issues in the real world. 

7. Conclusion 

The exploration of financial themes in 

contemporary dystopian fiction offers a 

critical lens through which to analyze 

economic inequality and the role of 

technology in shaping societal dynamics. 

This conclusion synthesizes key findings 

from the analysis and provides suggestions 

for future research to further enrich our 

understanding of these themes. 

7.1 Summary of Findings 

The analysis of selected contemporary 

dystopian novels reveals significant 

insights into how financial themes 

intersect with societal issues, particularly 

economic inequality and technological 

control. The following points summarize 

the key findings: 

1. Representation of Economic 

Inequality 

The narratives underscore the pervasive 

nature of economic disparities, illustrating 

how wealth concentration and the 

stratification of society result in profound 

inequities. Dystopian settings frequently 

depict a divide between the affluent elite 

and the impoverished masses, highlighting 

the social and moral implications of 

unchecked capitalism (Author, Year). This 

reflection serves as a critique of 

contemporary economic systems, 

emphasizing the risks posed by increasing 

wealth gaps. 

2. Technological Mechanisms of 

Control 

Technology emerges as both a facilitator 

and enforcer of economic stratification in 

these narratives. Surveillance, automation, 

and AI are depicted as tools that maintain 

and exacerbate class divisions, often 

limiting opportunities for social mobility 

among lower-class characters. As 

demonstrated in Example Title 2, the 

reliance on technology to uphold economic 

hierarchies raises ethical concerns about 

privacy, autonomy, and the future of work 



55 

 

CJBES           Vol.2 | Issue 1 | June 2025 

in real-world contexts (Brynjolfsson & 

McAfee, 2014). 

3. Critical Reflections on Society 

The examination of financial themes in 

dystopian fiction compels readers to reflect 

critically on the ethical implications of 

current economic practices and 

technological advancements. The 

narratives challenge audiences to consider 

the moral responsibilities associated with 

wealth and power, advocating for a more 

equitable distribution of resources and 

opportunities. This call for reflection is 

particularly relevant in light of ongoing 

discussions surrounding economic justice 

and technological ethics in contemporary 

society (Piketty, 2014). 

4. Cautionary Tales for the Future 

Dystopian narratives function as 

cautionary tales, warning readers of the 

potential consequences of allowing 

economic inequalities and technological 

monopolies to flourish unchecked. The 

exaggerated scenarios presented in these 

novels serve to amplify real-world 

concerns, prompting discussions about the 

need for systemic reform and policy 

changes to address the challenges of 

economic inequality and technological 

governance (Author, Year). 

7.2 Suggestions for Future Research 

While this study has explored key financial 

themes in contemporary dystopian fiction, 

several areas warrant further investigation 

to deepen our understanding of the 

relationship between economics, 

technology, and societal dynamics. Future 

research could focus on the following 

aspects: 

1. Exploration of Other Economic 

Dimensions 

Future studies could investigate additional 

economic dimensions that intersect with 

financial themes in dystopian literature, 

such as the impact of globalization, labor 

rights, and environmental economics. By 

examining how these factors interact with 

themes of economic inequality and 

control, researchers can develop a more 

comprehensive understanding of the 

complexities within dystopian narratives. 

2. Inclusion of Diverse 

Perspectives 

Expanding the scope of research to include 

diverse voices and authors from various 

cultural backgrounds can enhance the 

richness of the analysis. This approach 

could reveal how different socio-economic 

contexts influence the portrayal of 

financial themes in dystopian fiction, 

allowing for a more nuanced examination 

of global economic inequalities and their 

literary representations. 

3. Interdisciplinary Approaches 

Future research could adopt 

interdisciplinary methodologies that 

incorporate insights from economics, 

sociology, and technology studies. By 

engaging with multiple academic fields, 

researchers can better contextualize the 

themes present in dystopian fiction within 

broader societal frameworks, thereby 
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illuminating the implications of these 

narratives for understanding contemporary 

challenges. 

4. Longitudinal Studies of 

Technological Evolution 

Investigating the evolution of technology 

within dystopian narratives over time 

could provide valuable insights into how 

societal anxieties shift in response to real-

world technological advancements. Such 

studies could focus on the portrayal of 

emerging technologies, such as 

biotechnology and virtual reality, and their 

implications for economic inequality and 

societal control. 

In conclusion, the study of financial 

themes in contemporary dystopian fiction 

reveals critical insights into economic 

inequality and the role of technology in 

shaping social hierarchies. These 

narratives not only reflect societal 

anxieties but also serve as important 

cautionary tales that challenge readers to 

consider the ethical implications of their 

economic systems and technological 

advancements. Through continued 

research, scholars can further explore these 

themes, contributing to a deeper 

understanding of the complexities inherent 

in our rapidly changing world. 
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